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“We have to create a positive atmosphere and give them love. 
When they’re here, they’re safe.” 


Jonathan Mayabb Archery coach for Operation UNITE, an Eastern Kentucky anti-drug group teaching kids how to avoid drugs 


i S 
Lisa Lacy-Helterbrand shares a moment with Gabe Helterbrand, 9 months old, in the dining area of Appalachian 
Ministries, which she founded in 1989. Gabe is the youngest of eight children in Lisa's custody. PHOTOS BY ALTON STRUPP/CJ 


A shared needle 
away from crisis 


HIV threat looms in Kentucky’s drug-plagued hills 


Laura Ungar Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


ZOE, Ky. 
ndiria Tipton figured it was her job, as 
the older kid, to crawl around under a 
bed and pick up dirty drug nee- 
dles. X She’s 
why: “I had to keep them from my little sister.” X An- 


matter-of-fact about 
diria has learned a lot about the hellish world of ad- 
diction in her short 10 years. But she’s also found ref- 
uge from it as one of eight kids being raised by Lisa 


Lacy-Helterbrand, who takes in children of people 
struggling with addiction. All but one began life in 
drug withdrawal. See HIV THREAT, Page 6A 


Andiria Tipton, 10, kisses her youngest 
brother, Gabe Helterbrand. The 
children, most from different parents, 
treat each other like blood relatives. 


® USA TODAY Second-guessing coaches Weather 


Disasters strain FEMA: Agency turns to retirees, states 
to bolster manpower in wake of hurricanes, wildfires. 1B 


TE $495 LASIK 


Call Joffe MediCenter for your Free LASIK Exam 


and to see how you qualify for $495 LASIK 


A Louisville-based business, EdjSports, is marketing 
analytics to the NFL and college football. 1C 
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Bevin 
reaches 
defining 
moment 


At issue are pension 
reform, taxes, budget 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Drowned out 
amid the uproar over pension reform 
and stunning allegations of sexual 
harassment in the legislature this fall 
has been a public policy message that 
will have a far greater impact on the 
lives of Kentuckians: 

The next state budget has a $1 bil- 
lion hole to fill, and if there is no new 
revenue, massive cuts to programs are 
coming when the legislature convenes 
to tackle the problem. 

John Chilton, Gov. Matt Bevin’s 
budget director, told the state pension 
oversight board on Aug. 28 and again 
on Nov. 2, “To be fiscally responsible, 
we need to free up an additional $1 bil- 
lion per year.” 

Chilton was describing the likely 
hole in the budget if lawmakers fully 
fund pension reform and meet other 
needs such as replenishing a depleted 
state “Rainy Day” fund. It’s a hole that 
he said can be filled only by a combina- 
tion of spending cuts, revenue in- 
creases and reducing the cost of pen- 
sions. 

How the state deals with this inter- 
twined mix of legislation — the long- 
simmering pension crisis, the 2018-20 
state budget, and possibly tax reform 
— stands as the defining moment of 
the administration of Matt Bevin. 

It will also be the first time in Ken- 
tucky history that a state budget will 
be crafted by a Republican governor, a 
Republican House and a Republican 
Senate. 

House Speaker Pro Tem David Os- 
borne, who has been leading the 
House GOP since Jeff Hoover stepped 
down as speaker over a sexual harass- 
ment scandal, said he could not dis- 
pute the estimate of a $1 billion budget 


See BEVIN, Page 12A 


Rep. Jim Wayne, a 
Louisville Democrat, said 
that without new revenue, 
the budget outlook “is the 
bleakest it’s ever been in 
my 27 years in Frankfort. 
It’s really a disaster in 
terms of investing in our 
state and our people.” 
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